[Diagnostic and therapeutic problems in dissociated forms of Menière's disease].
The authors report the cases of 5 subjects who presented with incapacitating vertigo which was attributed to a dissociated form of Meniere's disease. They stress the difficulty, in these circumstances, in making a precise diagnosis which can only in fact be confirmed with the benefit of a longer follow up. They stress the value of systematically combining frequency analysis with measurement of maximal slow phase velocity during vestibular testing. This allowed better precision in terms of topographical diagnosis. All subjects underwent vestibular neurotomy via the retro-sigmoid approach. The procedure did not alter hearing and compensation occurred within the usual delay. The question therefore arises as to when is the best time to intervene in patients presenting with vertigo of peripheral origin with preserved hearing.